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Your brief is to design a stunning and contemporary cover for one of the 20th century’s most acclaimed 
authors, HG Wells. Known mostly for his science fiction writing, HG Wells also wrote social novels that 
are still relevant today, covering topics such as the mid-life crisis, class, feminism, materialism, 
consumerism and love. Your challenge is to create cover designs for three of his books that work as a set 
and establish the books as timeless fiction. The books will be published in a paperback format and need 
to include the title, author’s name, publishers name and trademark. You only need to design the front 
cover and spine. 
Making notes in your learning log: 
• Identify the research you might need to undertake and the gaps in your knowledge. Can you 

identify any primary research that will help you? What resources could you use to undertake 
secondary research 

• Use the mind mapping technique to explore your keywords. Explore both extremes of obvious and 
radical solutions to the brief; what’s the most obvious way of responding to it and what radical 
creative solutions can you come up with? 

When you have a range of ideas, as well as the notes in your learning log, make some rough drawings or 
sketches to show your ideas. You can do these on paper or on a computer. If you are using a computer 
don’t forget to keep some of the tryouts and early ideas. Call them something like idea #1, #2, #3 and 
keep them in a separate folder. You may well want to come back to them later and use some of the ideas 
that you didn’t use this time for another exercise. 
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Your challenge is to create cover designs for three of his books that work as a set and establish the books 
as timeless fiction. The books will be published in a paperback format and need to include the title, 
author’s name, publishers name and trademark. You only need to design the front cover and spine.  

  
  

Read (and understand) the content 

This step will seem blatantly obvious to some people—and completely 

pointless to others—but reading and understanding the content you are 

designing for is a crucial part of a successful cover design. 

That being said, sometimes life gets in the way. You can’t always get your 

hands on a manuscript, or there’s not enough time for you to read a 400-

https://wordpress.com/post/peterhungerfordgd.wordpress.com/140


page novel before the brief is due, etc. In these cases, my advice would 

simply be—do your best to understand the content. 

Search online for the book's synopses (if available), read reviews (again, if 

available), find out the themes, topics, characters, settings, etc. that are at 

work in the novel. Collect as much information as you can so that you’re not 

going into the design blind (or worse, ignorant). 

Identify the key ideas in the content 

Now that you’re familiar with your content, it’s time to pick it apart. 

Identify key motifs, symbols, ideas, characters, settings, etc., that can be 

visualized in some way. 

Was the book surprisingly noir-like? Perhaps you could use a 

monochromatic, palette. Was there a recurring object or symbol that you 

could visualize? 

Let’s look at an example of a cover that does just this, using a story most of 

us are likely familiar with—Moby Dick. 

Show, don't tell 

‘Show, don’t tell’ is a sage piece of advice usually reserved for writers that 

states an author should avoid too much exposition (‘He was feeling very 

nervous’), but instead should show through action, words, senses, and 

feelings, (‘He wrung his hands together as beads of sweat dotted his brow’). 



So, how can we apply this technique to design? Simple—try to avoid being 

too literal and too blatant in your design. 

Depicting protagonists, antagonists, settings, faces, scenes, etc. was a 

common trope of old cover designs. Designers tended to illustrate or 

photograph the characters in action during a scene taken right from the 

book. For example, check out this sci-fi example for Alien Planet. 

Since then, design has shifted to a point where people (generally) prefer the simpler, more symbolic, 
less expositional approach to book cover designs. So, basically, less is often more. For example, here’s a 

cover design by Eric White for a sci-fi bestseller. 
  
  

Think of your cover design like a movie trailer. Sometimes you see a trailer 

and come away feeling like you’ve seen the entire film in two minutes 

because they’ve shown just about every major plot point. Other times, the 

trailers are a little more mysterious, they hint and give sneak peeks to the 

film’s contents, but you’re left wanting to see more. 

Try to make your cover like the latter trailer, hint at elements of your story, 

but don’t give the whole game away just yet. 

So, how do we do that? 

Get symbolic 

A great way to avoid being too literal and expositional with your design is 

to experiment with using symbols to represent a larger idea or concept. 

http://scifi-covers.com/post/52877082514/alien-planet
http://www.eric-white.com/


Take this cover by David Drummond for example. As you may be able to tell 

from the title, this novel explores the emotional strain of a polygamist. 

What Drummond has done is used wedding rings as a symbol of marriage 

and polygamy, and the color red of the finger to signify stress and strain. 

Conveying genre: Set the tone and mood 

for your book 

Think about when you are in a bookstore and you walk into the true crime 

novel section, what do the majority of book covers look like? Now, compare 

that to what the romance section covers. Chances are you’d see a huge shift 

in the use of color palettes, typography, and imagery, amongst other things. 

The genre is so important to book cover design, particularly novels, as it 

gives consumers a signal of what to expect when they crack open that book 

or have a skim of the blurb on the back. 

Let’s compare two covers from different genres and look at the differences 

between the two. First, we have a classic tale, Frankenstein, and this 

striking cover design for it is by Jessica Hische. 

So, while these two covers use type and illustration as their main design 

elements, by adjusting colors, finishes, style, and choice of type, each design 

immediately signals the correct genre. 

When designing your book cover, have a look at other designs in your 

genre— what palettes do they use? What kind of imagery do they have? 

What type of style do they choose? Mix and match things you see with your 

https://daviddrummond.blogspot.co.uk/
https://www.canva.com/learn/100-color-combinations/
http://jessicahische.is/


own artistic flair to create a unique cover that also signals genre in a clear 

way. 

Let’s talk type: Know the rules 

It probably goes without saying, but the type is a pretty important thing, 

especially with book covers. Without type, your cover will have no title, no 

author, no publishing information, no blurb, no reviews, no nothing, and I 

really don’t recommend that approach. 

There are a lot of ‘rules’ concerning type (here’s a list of 20 commonly 

broken ones), and of course, you’re always able to break, bend, or follow 

these rules as needed, but here’s a rundown on some common ones that 

might help you out while designing your book cover. 

Hierarchy 

Typographical hierarchy is the system you establish to organise your type 

and make it easier for your consumers to navigate. For a more in-depth 

look at hierarchy, check out this guide to mastering the three levels of 

typographic hierarchy. 

This cover by Christopher Brian King uses typographical hierarchy in an 

interesting way. The cover is designed to look like a bureaucratic form, so 

there is a lot of type dispersed throughout the design, but the weight and 

size of the title, author name and subheadings indicates which parts of the 

design are most important. 

https://www.canva.com/learn/typography-mistakes/
https://www.canva.com/learn/typography-mistakes/
https://www.canva.com/learn/typeface-fonts
https://www.canva.com/learn/typeface-fonts
http://www.christopherbrianking.com/


So, if you have a lot of type or a lot of elements, be sure that your title, 

author name, and other important typographic bits and pieces are very 

quickly identifiable. To do this, experiment with scale, font weight, 

positioning, and color until those elements really pop. 

Contrast 

Adjusting the contrast of your type is another way to ensure that your type 

isn’t overwhelmed by the rest of your design, and manages to really stand 

out. 

‘Contrast’ basically just refers to the degree of difference between two 

elements. So, you can have high contrast colors (black vs. white), but you 

can also have high contrast shapes (thick vs. thin, large vs. small). 

Designing photographic covers: Tips and 

techniques 

Photographs are a great building block to have at your disposal. You can 

alter, adjust and combine them to create a whole bunch of different designs, 

solutions, and effects. 

So, if you’ve been supplied with a photo, are interested in using one for 

your design, or just want to explore your options, let’s have a look at some 

covers that use photographs in interesting ways. 

Work with the shapes and colors of your image 



This example by Brian Chojnowski runs type along a slight diagonal line 

that mimics the incline of the image. This helps combine the type and image 

in a more natural way. The type is also colored to match the darkest tones 

of the image to keep things cohesive and natural. 

Don’t fight against your image, work with it and use type to complement 

and enhance it. 

  

Is there a way to enhance your photograph’s meaning in relation to the 

book you’re designing for? This example by Jarrod Taylor runs a blur effect 

over the photograph and places type over key points of the face to reinforce 

the notion of ‘disguise’. 

With careful and intentional adjustments to the colors, effects, and textures 

of your image, you’re given hundreds of ways to evoke even more of the 

content’s themes. 

  

Choose an image you can work with 

When choosing an image, take into account the rest of your design and the 

other elements you will need to add in. A good cover image can be just 

about anything—complicated, minimal, or anywhere in between, but just 

be sure to keep your entire design in mind when hunting for or taking your 

photos. 

After all, there’s no point in having an awesome photo under your belt if 

you can’t find a way to pair it with an equally as fantastic design. 

http://brianchojnowski.com/
http://www.mclaughlinm.com/
https://www.canva.com/learn/how-to-use-photo-filters-to-enhance-your-images/


Designing typographic covers: Tips and 

techniques 

Don’t have a photo to use, or perhaps you’re just not that interested in the 

photographic route? In either case, there’s plenty of different ways for you 

to approach your cover design, and one of those approaches is 

typographical. 

So, let’s have a look at a few ways you can use and tweak your type to 

create a cover for your book that is just as equally as striking as any 

photographic cover. 

Build up your typefaces 

This cover by From Cover to Cover takes a simple sans-serif typeface and 

elongates and emphasises the lines of certain letters to create a super 

simple but effective design that also happens to reinforce the title’s 

concept. 

Play with the shapes and lines of your type to create interesting effects and 

make your type the main focal point of your design. 

  

Contrast analogue and digital 

Can’t decide between a digital typeface or a handcrafted on? Well, why not 

both? 

Just like this example by Peter Mendelsund does, by contrasting digital and 

‘analogue’ typefaces, you can create a really striking effect. Plus, in this case, 

http://www.from-cover-to-cover.com/
https://www.petermendelsund.com/


this method once again reflects the book’s content and title by mixing a 

youthful and playful analog typeface with a more traditional and clean 

digital one. 

Overlay an image 

Do you want a typographically dominant cover, but are you also hankering 

to use some photographs and images? Once again, you can have the best of 

both worlds by overlaying an image or texture over your type to create a 

simple and quick but engaging effect. 

This cover for Mamita does just that. The bold, scaled-up letters create 

perfect frames for each image/texture to peek out of. Not only does this add 

a cool effect to the design, it’s also a nice and subtle way to introduce color 

and character. 

  

This cover by Jim Stoddart uses a fairly textured and busy image, so it 

keeps the type super simple to make it stand out and not have to compete 

too much against the photograph. It also keeps the typeface coloring a 

simple white to ensure the contrast is kept high enough to keep things 

legible. 

So, if you’re using a highly textured image, consider keeping your type 

simple, high-contrast, and bold to maintain that balance between the two. 
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http://www.mamitahelena.com/
http://www.jimstoddart.co.uk/
https://www.canva.com/learn/designing-book-covers/


Designing a series of covers 

Something you may encounter during your journeys as a book cover 

designer is designing a set of books. Sometimes the books are a part of a 

narratorial series (think Harry Potter), and sometimes they are a part of a 

collection (think Penguin Classics). 

Use similar design elements 

This means a consistent use of imagery, style, type, and/or layout. There 

should be something to tie all of your cover designs together. This can be a 

common color, a common typographical style, or a common 

illustration/photography style. The aim of this game is to differentiate 

make each cover unique but to also make each cover cohesive with the rest. 

These stunning covers by Carson Ellis for a narratorial series ‘Wildwood’ 

use a lot of similar elements over the three designs—similar type, palette, 

illustrative style and layout framework. However, each cover is engaging in 

its own right, too. 

Have a flexible design 

If you’re approaching your first book cover design with knowledge that 

there will be other covers in the series, be sure that you keep your design 

flexible enough to suit each title. 

http://www.carsonellis.com/


An easy and effective way to do this is to keep your layout and design on 

the simpler side. The simpler your design is, the more transferrable it will 

be from cover to cover. 

For example, check out this collection of book covers by Christina Bull. Each 

cover is very simple in its layout and execution, which makes it very easy to 

transfer the design onto a number of other covers. 
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Book Cover Dimension Requirements 

Each market has different requirements and recommendations for book 

covers.  Here’s a handy chart with the basic dimensions and file 

requirements for the most popular self-publishing book sites: 

  File 
Format 

Cover Size 
Recommended 

Cover Size Requirements 

Amazon Kindle 
Direct 
Publishing 

JPEG or 
TIFF 

2,560 x 1,600 
pixels | Ideal ratio 
of 1.6:1 

between 1,000 x 625 
pixels and 10,000 x 
10,000 pixels – one side 
must be at least 1,000 

Apple iBooks JPG or 
PNG 

1400 x 1873 or 
1600 x 2400 pixels 

at least 1400 pixels wide 

Barnes & Noble JPG or 
PNG 

Rectangle height & 
width at least 1400 
pixels 

minimum of 750 pixels 
for height and width 

http://www.christina-bull.com/
https://www.canva.com/learn/designing-book-covers/
https://kdp.amazon.com/
https://kdp.amazon.com/
https://kdp.amazon.com/
http://www.apple.com/itunes/working-itunes/sell-content/books/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/


Kobo Books JPG or 
PNG 

1600 x 2400 pixels minimum of 1400 pixels 
wide 

Smashwords JPG or 
PNG 

1600 x 2400 pixels minimum of 1400 pixels 
wide 

Draft2Digital JPEG 1600 x 2400 pixels must be a tall rectangle 
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How Can You Check If You Have a Good Book 

Cover? 

Once you have a cover, or you think you have one, here are the questions to 

ask to check if it’s working for you: 

1. Does it stand out? 

This is crucial. Look at it from all angles; print it out and put it across the 

room. Think of every possible way someone will look at it—on a screen, in a 

bookstore, etc—and make sure it stands out that way. Can you read the title? 

Is the image clear? 

  

Check it as a thumbnail too. Does your cover look good when you shrink it 

down to a tiny thumbnail? That’s how most of your readers will see it, as a 

small image on Amazon. 

2. Does it have a clear focus? 

Establish a principal focus for the cover—nothing is more important than this 

one thing. Your book is about something, and the cover ought to reflect that 

one idea clearly. You must have one element that takes control, that 

https://www.kobo.com/writinglife
https://www.smashwords.com/about/how_to_publish_on_smashwords
https://www.draft2digital.com/
https://kindlepreneur.com/book-cover-design/


commands the overwhelming majority of attention, of space, of emphasis on 

the cover. 

Don’t fall into the trap of loading up your cover with too many elements, 3 or 

4 photos, illustrations, maps, “floating” ticket stubs. This just confuses people, 

and confused people become repelled. 

And don’t fall into the trap of believing your cover is a billboard, and every 

inch of space on it is real estate that needs to be filled up with the biggest 

possible words. Type needs to sit within the appropriate amount of 

emptiness in order to be readable. What is not on your cover is just as 

important as what is on it. A quality designer will intimately know the 

appropriate font sizing for subtitles, blurbs and author titles. Asking for them 

to be bigger, is merely going to drain the impact from your design. 

  

3. Does it indicate what the book is and who the 

book is for? 

Not only does your book stand out, but at a glance your audience ought to 

know: 

• The general genre of your book, 

• The general subject matter or focus, and 

• Some idea of the tone or position of the book. 

A truly great book is one that captures the book inside in some fundamental 

and perhaps unforeseen way. 



At the same time, don’t fall into the trap of feeling it has to show the content 

of the book or show an element or scene from the book (no one will know 

that is correct until after reading the book anyway). 
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Best Book Cover Fonts for Science Fiction 

Here are fonts that have a technological or scientific feel to them, thus, are 

safe choices for sci-fi book covers: 

• Orbitron 

• Akashi 

• Sutton Who 

• Not Just Groovy 

• Cosmic War 

• Star Jedi 

• Deadspace 

• Space Marine 

• Roboto 

• Transformers 

• Rationale 

• Matrix 

• Dynatron 

• Spy Agency 

• Geom Graphic 

• Telegrama 
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https://www.google.ch/search?q=Akashi+font&safe=active&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi3y5SR_u3hAhXd8qYKHdmGCwAQ_AUIDigB&biw=1319&bih=908
https://www.google.ch/search?q=Akashi+font&safe=active&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi3y5SR_u3hAhXd8qYKHdmGCwAQ_AUIDigB&biw=1319&bih=908
https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.fontspace.com%2Fgallery%2F728x2000%2F4%2Fca37e9d52403469d8846959eaf791ba9.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fontspace.com%2Ften-by-twenty%2Fakashi&docid=60SrRQr_d-Y8GM&tbnid=GMOOFCzAeUnCXM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjcka-Y_u3hAhXGUlAKHRRfBU8QMwg_KAAwAA..i&w=728&h=570&safe=active&bih=908&biw=1319&q=Akashi%20font&ved=0ahUKEwjcka-Y_u3hAhXGUlAKHRRfBU8QMwg_KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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https://www.dafont.com/not-just-groovy.font
https://www.google.ch/search?q=%22Star+Jedi%22+font&safe=active&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwinqrf5_u3hAhVB06YKHe2YBFoQ_AUIDigB&cshid=1556289722337649&biw=1319&bih=908
https://www.google.ch/search?q=%22Star+Jedi%22+font&safe=active&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwinqrf5_u3hAhVB06YKHe2YBFoQ_AUIDigB&cshid=1556289722337649&biw=1319&bih=908
http://futuremillennium.com/
https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffontmeme.com%2Ffonts%2Fstatic%2F624%2Fstar-jedi-font-character-map.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffontmeme.com%2Ffonts%2Fstar-jedi-font%2F&docid=lxTzyxV0ELdgHM&tbnid=IFOK1vrXABNRQM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiLjZKC_-3hAhUJXRoKHeLJBRQQMwhTKAAwAA..i&w=1000&h=1150&safe=active&bih=908&biw=1319&q=%22Star%20Jedi%22%20font&ved=0ahUKEwiLjZKC_-3hAhUJXRoKHeLJBRQQMwhTKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Looking at these now they are my idea of perfect science fiction covers. Obviously I didn’t 

know this when I first read them. The Dispossessed is a story of rivalry about two planets, 

one of which claims to be run on socialist grounds but is actually quite authoritarian, the 

other is capitalist and more overtly totalitarian. The image is a very simple, iconic, 

memorable image. There is this very neat thing, where the hero, who looks very heroic, is 

looking at a world. But you can break it down. The figure is very much the same as the man 

in the famous 1818 painting by Caspar David Friedrick, ‘Wanderer About A Sea of Fog’.... 

https://io9.gizmodo.com/award-winning-designer-picks-some-of-science-fictions-b-1722653544


They look especially good side by side. There is a red themed book cover, The Dispossessed, 

and a blue book, The Left Hand of Darkness. The latter was about a planet where men and 

women share biological characteristics. The protagonist is an ambassador from another 

empire who comes to the planet and discovers the population can change sex according to 

who they partner with. This is incredible discovery for the ambassador, who I think is a 

man, and of course, the whole point of this is to discuss how the politics and power 

structure works because there are no men, as such, in charge. 

The cover for the The Left Hand of Darkness is cold but also warm at the same time. You are 

moving into a very cold place, but you know that there is something warm in the guise of 

the city in the background. That is why it is such an attractive cover. It evokes the same 

feeling you have when you are at the end of a long journey and you are driving through a 

dark night and you see that glowing window in the farmhouse. 
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Into Deepest Space 
by Fred Hoyle  

 
The Last Starship from Earth  
by John Boyd  

 
The Rakehells of Heaven  
by John Boyd  

 

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Hoyle&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=Into+Deepest+Space&x=0&y=0&yrh=1977
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Boyd&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=The+Last+Starship+From+Earth&x=64&y=19&yrh=1978&yrl=1978
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Boyd&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&tn=Rakehells+of+Heaven&x=0&y=0&yrh=1978&yrl=1978
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Hoyle&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=Into+Deepest+Space&x=0&y=0&yrh=1977
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Boyd&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=The+Last+Starship+From+Earth&x=64&y=19&yrh=1978&yrl=1978
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Boyd&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&tn=Rakehells+of+Heaven&x=0&y=0&yrh=1978&yrl=1978
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Frederik+Pohl&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=Alternating+Currents&x=53&y=3&yrh=1966&yrl=1966


Alternating Currents  
by Frederik Pohl  

 
The Reefs of Space  
by Frederik Pohl and Jack Williamson  

 
The Productions of Time  
by John Brunner  

 
The Incandescent Ones  
by Fred & Geoffrey Hoyle  

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Frederik+Pohl&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=Alternating+Currents&x=53&y=3&yrh=1966&yrl=1966
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Pohl&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=The+Reefs+of+Space&x=0&y=0&yrh=1969&yrl=1969
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=John+Brunner&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=The+Productions+of+Time&x=0&y=0&yrh=1970&yrl=1970
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Hoyle&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=Incandescent+Ones&x=0&y=0&yrh=1979&yrl=1979
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Pohl&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=The+Reefs+of+Space&x=0&y=0&yrh=1969&yrl=1969
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=John+Brunner&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=The+Productions+of+Time&x=0&y=0&yrh=1970&yrl=1970
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?an=Hoyle&bi=0&bx=on&ds=30&pn=Penguin&recentlyadded=all&sortby=17&sts=t&tn=Incandescent+Ones&x=0&y=0&yrh=1979&yrl=1979


 
In Solitary  
by Garry Kilworth  

 
The Girl with the Jade Green Eyes  
by John Boyd  

 
The Ultimate Threshold 
by Mirra Ginsburg  
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The Day of the Triffids  
by John Wyndham  

 
The Kraken Wakes 
by John Wyndham  

 
The Sleeper Awakes  
by H.G. Wells  

 
The Iron Horse 
by Jack London  
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A Princess of Mars  
by Edgar Rice Burroughs  
  

From <https://www.abebooks.com/books/publisher/penguin-science-fiction.shtml>  

A great book cover has to feel current while also pushing the envelope 

in subtle ways. So what new and exciting book cover design trends are 

awaiting us in 2018? Some styles, like bold typography and illustrated 

covers, have continued to grow in popularity, while new trends like 

collage and upscale finishes are also making adventurous moves. Here 

are the ingenious trends we see dominating bookshelves in stores and 

online in 2018. 

Here are 8 book cover design 
trends to look for in 2018 

— 

1. Bold typography 

2. Minimalist covers 

3. Hand-drawn covers 
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4. Seventies and eighties designs 

5. Millennial Pink 

6. Collage 

7. Authentic photography 

8. Upscale finishes 

  

From <https://en.99designs.ch/blog/trends/book-cover-design-trends-2018/>  
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From <http://chipkidd.com/home/portfolio-3/>  

  

Awe and Amazement 
Let's see: an invisible man starts wreaking havoc on a small town. We're pretty sure the 
reaction won't be calm and collected analysis. In The Invisible Man, as you might have 
guessed, it's awe and... 

Wealth 

We often remember The Invisible Man as the story of an isolated mad scientist fighting 
against the larger community. But there's a whole other issue that often gets forgotten: 
money. The Invisible... 

Betrayal 
In The Invisible Man, betrayal is always tied up with priorities. Let us explain: the 
Invisible Man doesn't steal from his dad just to be mean. He steals because he cares 
more about his scientific... 

Violence 

These days science makes us think of test tubes, labs, and quiet people pipetting away. 
Not so much in The Invisible Man. In this book, dogs attack men and men attack dogs 
(which we suppose is only... 

Identity 

Invisible Man or Mystery Man? For most of the book, the identity of the Invisible Man is 
completely unknown to us. He starts off in Iping simply as "the stranger," is revealed in 
Chapter 7 as the I... 
  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/invisible-man-wells/themes.html>  

HG Wells book reviews 
  
The invisible man 
H. G. Wells turns Plato’s myth into a science fiction story, where the power of invisibility is not bestowed 
by a magic ring, but by far-fetched experimentation on optics and light refraction. The protagonist, 
Griffin, is an avatar both of Frankenstein and his monster: he makes the scientific discovery and applies 
it to himself, convicted that this will make him virtually invincible and put him above the common law. 
As it turns out, this self-experiment ends up in utter disaster. 
  
The first half of the novel is told as a mystery, as the villagers of Iping (Sussex) try to make sense of the 
appearance and behaviour of the strange man who arrives at the local inn. The invisible man then 
kidnaps a tramp, and a big chase with the mob and constables ensues — through which I have been 
spacing out quite a bit. The biochemical explanation of Griffin’s invisibility comes right at the middle and 
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is a fascinating part of the novel. At this point, Griffin reveals his plan to terrorise the good people. 
However, the authorities catch up with him eventually, and another big chase with the mob and 
constables around Covent Garden ensues again — through which I have been spacing out some more. 
  
All in all, The Invisible Man is a novel structured in much the same way as The Island of Dr. Moreau, with 
a ternary movement: Initial mystery / Central revelation / Final action, and the same obsession about 
vivisection and experimentation on living things. However, the result is more effective and gripping in 
Wells’s previous novel than in this one. Nonetheless, whereas Plato’s story has become somewhat 
obscure, this book is now extremely popular in children literature — if you are looking for a sexy take on 
it, however, I would recommend Milo Manara’s Butterscotch. (less)  
  

From <https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17184.The_Invisible_Man>  

What do these moments of darkness have in common? Well, when it's dark, there's uncertainty.  
People are never sure what they've seen – they think it's because the lighting is bad, but really, it's 
because they're looking at an invisible man. So could this darkness represent an ignorance on the part 
of, well, everyone? Because modern science was just starting to develop in the late-nineteenth century, 

people were still in the dark about most of it and Wells seems to be pretty aware of this. 
  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/invisible-man-wells/darkness-symbol.html>  

  

Something tells us that Wells used that word – vision – on purpose. Here, sight 
represents the ability to see the future. So what does that mean when someone is 
invisible? Maybe not being able to see the Invisible Man (literally) might be linked to not 
being able to see the future (figuratively). For Wells, the future meant science, and lots 
of it.  

Focusing on sight – or the lack thereof – may remind us how little we really understand 
about the world and the future. 

  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/invisible-man-wells/sight-symbol.html>  

Isolation 

The Invisible Man is about a guy with no friends, no family, and, well, just no one at all. 
It seems like no matter where he finds himself, he's isolated from the larger community 
– he's as alone... 

Community 

To show how isolated the Invisible Man is, Wells exposes us to variety of communities 
in The Invisible Man. There's the small village (Iping), the larger village (Burdock), the 
city (London), the i... 

Science 

Science takes on a lot of different roles in The Invisible Man. First, it's what scientists do 
to work out problems they have. For instance, we hear from the Invisible Man about 
how he developed hi... 
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Power 

This isn't a book about using a superpower to fight evil. (Although, we can totally 
imagine that book, where the Invisible Man teams up with Captain Nemo to fight crime 
in late Victorian-era Englan... 

Awe and Amazement 
Let's see: an invisible man starts wreaking havoc on a small town. We're pretty sure the 
reaction won't be calm and collected analysis. In The Invisible Man, as you might have 
guessed, it's awe and... 
  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/invisible-man-wells/themes.html>  

TIME MACHINE 
  
However, the future stops looking good to the Time Traveller when he realizes that the class conflict and 
class structure of his time have merely evolved rather than being erased. Although some aspects of 
social class have changed, there are many similarities that should make us sit up and take notice. (For 
instance, in both cases, the working class tends to be invisible or hard to find.) So while the future might 
look like an exaggeration of the 19th century (no one is literally eating each other in Britain in the 
1890s), the novel is making a suggestion about where humans are heading.  
  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/time-machine-hg-wells/society-class-theme.html>  

  

Wells didn't invent the idea of time travel. Just to take one example, it's central to Charles Dickens's A 

Christmas Carol. But Wells did (more or less) invent the idea of a machine for time travel (which is 
one bit of technology we'd give up our DVR for). Interestingly, although technology is really important in 
this novel, the Time Traveller doesn't really describe the technology he sees in the future. This isn't a 

catalog of cool new gadgets. What he describes most is the effect this technology has had on people. 
Wells wants to show us not technology for its own sake, but how humans adapt to using that technology 
and how we're changed by it. (This includes when society loses technologies, like fire or writing, neither 
of which the Eloi have retained.) 
  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/time-machine-hg-wells/technology-modernization-theme.html>  

  

• ight falls. The Time Traveller on the hill looks for the White Sphinx so he'll know how 
to get back. 

• He can't see the Time Machine, which freaks him out. He runs to the Sphinx, but 
can't find the Machine anywhere. 

• On his run, he startles a white animal that he thinks is a deer.  
  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/time-machine-hg-wells/chapter-5-summary.html>  
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The ending is not only open-ended when it comes to the Time Traveller's fate; it's also 
somewhat open-ended about the moral of this whole story. While the Time Traveller is 
pessimistic about the future of humanity, the unnamed narrator finds a way to be 
somewhat optimistic. He notes that, sure, something will be lost in the future (little things 
like "mind and strength"), but certain essential parts of humanity will remain (like 
"gratitude and a mutual tenderness"). Even if he is incredibly optimistic, though, it's 
unclear what the narrator thinks is worthwhile in the final part of the Time Traveller's 
story, where he sees the almost totally desolate beach. 

Ultimately, the ending is pretty ambiguous, and critics have come to different 
conclusions about whether it's hopeful or hopeless. It seems as if Wells has purposely 
left this conclusion as open-ended as possible – perhaps in order to leave the final 
decision up to us. 

  

From <https://www.shmoop.com/time-machine-hg-wells/ending.html>  

  
The war of the worlds 
  
  

The War of the Worlds Themes  

Foreignness and 'The Other'Power 
You can't get much more foreign than being from another planet. (Maybe being from a 
different dimension would be more foreign? We're not sure.) When the War of the Worlds 
Martians first appear out... 

Warfare 

It's called The War of the Worlds, so warfare must be important, right? Well, for the 
humans, this is definitely a war. The British military gets involved in a big way and there's 
death and destruc... 

Rules and Order 

If we were to tell you that one of the big themes of The War of the Worlds is "Rules and 
Order," you might very well laugh in our faces (and hurt our feelings) – but you might be 
right to do so b... 

Community 

We could say that war makes for some strange bedfellows (not like that, get your mind out 
of the gutter). That is, in any emergency, a bunch of strangers might be thrown together, 
while old establi... 

Exile 

In The War of the Worlds, the narrator once or twice mentions that the Martians have 
taken the role of mankind on Earth – and we're going to call that being exiled. So, whereas 
mankind used to be... 
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Power 

In "Themes: Exile," we mentioned that humans have been displaced from their position at 
the top of the food chain by the Martians. How did the Martians displace humanity? Well, 
they were simply too... 

Foolishness and Folly 

Some War of the Worlds readers argue that the Martians are really dumb for coming to an 
alien planet (Earth) without minimal safety requirements. Come on, Martians, where are 
your space suits? Desp... 

Fear 

It's no big shocker that The War of the Worlds—a book about a dang alien invasion—is big 
on fear. But what Wells does with the theme of fear is interesting. He suggests that it's 
both an import... 

Technology and Modernization 

The "war of the worlds" is largely decided by technology. The Martians simply have better 
tech than 19th Century humans do. (It's like Batman fighting a jaywalker – one of these 
people clearly ha... 

Fate and Free Will 
We struggled a little with what to call this theme, but we're happy now with calling it "Fate 
and Free Will" – as if it was meant to be. There's a lot of Biblical-sounding language in The 
War of... 

•  BACK 

• NEXT   

>  

  
should be a memorable design. 
It is important that a book cover design is in line with new trends. People like to see graphic designs 
that are trendy in terms of use of colors, typefaces, style, concepts, and such other elements. Like 
other trends in graphic designs, book cover design also undergoes rapid changes with the time. 
Many cover designs come and fade away after few years. In fact, each year witnesses some new 
changes in the cover design as each book cover is mostly designed to compete with others in the 
markets. 

Here Are Top 10 Book Cover Design Trends 
For 2019 
01. Bold Typography 
Typography has always been a crucial element in creating unique graphic designs, including book 
covers. Bold typography has been in use for past few years. There is no reason that this trend will 
slow down in 2019. 
To draw the attention of potential readers and customers, the designers will continue the use of bold 
typography. In fact, bold typography will be aggressively used as a means of catching the readers’ 
eye. Remember that a book can attract the attention if our eye can see the letters instantly. This is 
the reason that most book covers have the use of typography. 
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The designers will rely more on the capitalized fonts. Such fonts become a statement for the content 
of the book. Even less popular authors also are expected to have book covers designed in big fonts 
across the cover. We can say that the emphasis will be on organic touches in order to make the print 
look more lively. So far, clean typography was the focus of the designers. 

Looking for a book cover design? 
We have helped thousands of business owners from all around the world with their graphic design 
needs such as a logo design, website design, social media posts, banner and much more. 

Hire A Book Cove DesignerGet a free quote 

02. Minimalistic Cover Designs 
Graphic designers are now more inclined toward creating simple designs that everyone can 
understand immediately. So, they choose minimalistic approach as a way to design book covers. You 
will find book covers that have only the book and author name mentioned in the cover in small letters. 
Then, there are books whose covers have only one image and one color. This is in contrast to the 
book covers which entire surface was laden with patterns and letters once. Instead, minimalistic 
design style allows you to focus only on one central element. 
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Another feature of minimalistic book cover designs is that there is a lot of white space left on the 
cover. This is done in order to create a focussed impression. This way, the designer brings a focused 
attention of the viewer toward one element that depicts the core content or story of the book. 
Recommended Reading: 

• 15 Famous Book Cover Designs That Will Inspire You To Design Your 
Own 

• 15 Facts You Need To Know To Make Your Book Cover Design A 
Success 

• Role Of Book Cover Design In Your Book’s Success 

• How To Get A Book Cover Design That Makes The Best Sale In The 
Market 

03. Use Of Hand-Drawn Letters 
For past few years, illustration and graphics were used to create book cover designs. This trend was 
especially followed for books that were about mystery and children’s stories. Such covers also had 
handwritten letters. 
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In 2019, the trend of using hand-letters will continue. Because of widespread use of illustration, we 
can expect to see cool and edgy cover designs. We can see book covers with hand-drawn and hand-
written elements. This will help in giving the cover designs a customized look. 

 

04. Some Retro Elements May Come Back 
It may also happen that some book cover designers may return back to the 70’s and 80’s styles of 
designing. We can already see the return of TV shows of that era and many elements from those 
bygone days are being projected in the public memory. 
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Some nostalgia is involved here in the designs. So, in 2019, we can expect fonts from the seventies. 
We can also expect the use of vibrant colors.We have already seen brochure designs created in the 
elements belonging to the bygone era of the seventies and eighties. 

05. Use Of Collage 
Another book cover design trend that we can witness in 2019 is the use of collage. The designers will 
use collage as a way to express tactile feeling. Collage will also be used to give book covers a 
unique, distinct, and original look. Also, this is a useful style to summarise content and ideas of a 
book at once. 

 
[Source: Image] 
Collage is a versatile trend that you can apply to different styles. So, this encourages designers to 
explore more creative possibilities. The designer can experiment with more combinations of shapes 
and textures. 
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06. Genuine Photos 
Instead of stock photos, book cover designers will prefer the use of authentic photos. These photos 
will be from the life events. Such photos help build a relationship with the readers and viewers. The 
designers will be using real-life photos of people as a way to evoke feelings. 
More designers are rediscovering the strong points of photography. This is because high-quality 
photography is easily available. Thanks to widespread use of smartphone cameras! As a 
consequence, stock photography is fading away gradually from the designs. Real shots of people 
and events have replaced stock photography to a larger extent. 

 
Book cover designers are now able to create the raw emotional response from potential readers and 
buyers of books. Just have a glimpse at the book cover design that has real-life images successfully 
building an emotional bonding with the audience. 
Not only book covers, but we can also see the use of real images in website design as a new 
graphic design trend. The intention here is to build a convincing brand image of the business. 

07. Premium Finishing 
This is yet another trend in book cover design in 2019 we can witness is the use of high-quality 
printing on paper. There is already an easy access to great quality of printing presses to the small 
book publishers. Authors, who self-publish their books, also can use the quality printing presses. 
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Because of this, we will see that book cover designers will be using foil stamping and embossing to 
design text and title. Hardback jackets will particularly be designed using this technique. As a result of 
it, we will see the cover designs with eye-catching finishes. This means that even minimalistic 
designs will pop-off from a bookshelf. 

08. Pink Will Dominate 
In 2019, according to the most designers, pink is going to be used frequently for book cover designs. 
They say that it will not be an ordinary pink. Instead, it will be a special pink, which they name as 
millennial pink. This term for the color is given to express the mutated form of pink, which looks like a 
dusty and greyed rose. 

 
Many bookstores on Amazon online have book covers in millennial pink. This color has already 
dominated bookstores. One of the reasons for using this shade of pink is that it has an appeal in a 
wider audience. 



Recommended Reading: 

• 15 Hidden Things People Don’t Know About Book Cover Design 

• Key Tips To Make A Perfect Book Cover Design 

• 10 Amazing Book Cover Designs from Pro Designers 

• Top 10 Agriculture Logo Designs Of 2018 

09. Messy Designs 
While minimalistic designs will rule the book cover designs world, still we can see some messy 
designs too. There are already such book covers in bookstores. A messy design is the one that has 
design elements scattered all over the book cover. So, there is a use of fonts from top to the bottom 
of the cover. 

 
But at the same time, there will be a messy mix of bold and small fonts. In between, the fonts, we can 
also see the use of images and other elements. Such a complex look is deliberately given to a book 
cover in order to make it look unique, quirky, and memorable. 

10. Text On Photos 
One of the trends that continues to be a favorite is to incorporate text with a photo. This gives a 
unique combination of type and image on a book cover. Such a combination gives an effective look to 
the cover. Also, the designers use text on photos to give a sense of integrity and completeness. The 
viewers can also get a hint about the book’s plot. They can even get some insight on the content or a 
character described in the book. 
These are the main book cover design trends that most of the designers are likely to follow. Are you a 
book publisher or an author who is looking for cover designs? These trends will give you a hint of 
how your book cover should look like in 2019. 

https://www.designhill.com/design-blog/hidden-things-about-book-cover-design/
https://www.designhill.com/design-blog/perfect-book-cover-design/
https://www.designhill.com/design-blog/10-amazing-book-cover-design/
https://www.designhill.com/design-blog/top-10-agriculture-logo-designs/


 
In case, you are looking for some affordable ways to create unique book cover as per the new trends, 
Designhill can help. This crowdsourcing site is known for its less costly graphic design services 
provider that includes book cover designs as well. 
All you need to do is to launch your book cover design contest on this site for the designers. You will 
receive dozens of new book cover designs from as many designers who come from a different 
background from across the globe. 

Are You Looking for a New Graphic Designer?If Yes, Call Us on +1 (888) 765-

2908 [times for calling 9am to 6pm EST (US)] or Register for a Free Design 
Consultation 

Conclusion 
Book cover designs will not be going through a radical change in 2019. Most of the trends from the 
last year will be followed with some changes. Bold typography, use of millennial pink, and authentic 
photography will continue to rule. But minimalistic design approach will still be followed ardently by 
the designers. 

Get Your Book Cover Design 
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