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IRVING BERLIN
New York Genius
By James Kaplan
Sometimes the hypersophisticated tunesmiths hail from small-town Peru, Ind., like Cole Porter. And sometimes the heartfelt 
songwriters, the ones capable of moonshine lullabies and Christmases that are both merry and bright, come from Lower East 
Side flophouses and saloons.

From <https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/19/books/review/irving-berlin-james-kaplan.html> 

The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern audiobook 
review
Christina Hardyment

November 23 2019, 12:01am, The Times

Books•
The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern will be loved by fantasy buffs
In The Starless Sea the fantasy writer Erin Morgenstern indulges her love of world literature, 
archetypes and gaming. Zachary Ezra Rawlins, the son of a tarot card teller, grew up on a diet 
of stories.
Aged 11, he found a painted door in an alleyway, but didn’t open it; that road not taken is on 
offer again when he is a media studies student with a penchant for cocktails. He goes through it 
and discovers a vast library under Manhattan; in this labyrinthine subterranean world, the 
Starless Sea, dwell countless collections of stories, and above them the Moon mourns her lost 
love and the 
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Childhood/Youth/Dependency review – memoirs 
of art and addiction 
Danish poet Tove Ditlevsen’s trilogy about her drug-ravaged life, published in English for the 
first time, is astonishing
Alex Preston
Sun 24 Nov 2019 09.00 GMT 

Tove Ditlevsen: ‘affectless prose interrupted by glorious poetical flourishes’. Photograph: Per 
Pejstrup/Press Association 
“Am I a real addict now? I ask. Yes, he says, with his shy, tentative smile, now you are a real 
addict.” The Copenhagen trilogy, Tove Ditlevsen’s majestic memoir of art and addiction, was 
originally published in Danish in the late 1960s and early 70s, and now appears in English for 
the first time, translated by Tiina Nunnally and Michael Favela Goldman. The three novella-
length books are called Childhood, Youth and Dependency and trace the arc of Ditlevsen’s story 
from birth to literary stardom to the seamy, grasping years of addiction that ended with her 
suicide in 1976. The trilogy is stridently honest, entirely revealing – she makes no effort to hide the 
many shameful episodes of a shambolic, drug-addled existence – and, in the end, devastating. Year of the 

Monkey by Patti 
Smith, review: 
A moving 
account of the 
deep losses 
experienced in 
her 70th year
In her new memoir, the singer-songwriter, 
poet and author is haunted by insidious 
insomnia, the martial ticking of the clock and 

Using about 500 words of Lorum Ipsum (or other dummy text) 
you are going to design
three different pages:
• an interview with a TV actor in a listings magazine entitled: Will Sheila tell 
the
naked truth?
• a review of a new piece of hardware or software in a specialist computer 
magazine
• a book review in a newspaper’s weekend edition.
Research these types of publications and identify three different 
combinations of
typefaces appropriate for each publication.
Now you need to invent headings and subheadings for your 
articles. Set these
combinations so that your header is above 12pt in size, your 
body text is 12pt or below
and subheadings sit in between in your hierarchy.
You will need to create some text to allow you to show your 
combinations in action. Use
your text to describe your decision making process, why you 
think the combination works
and what your intentions were.
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insomnia, the martial ticking of the clock and 
the spectre of climate change

Jake Cline •
Friday 27 September 2019 06:15 •
Godspeed: ‘The grains pour and I find myself missing the dead 
more than usual,’ she writes ( Getty ) 

At the December 2016 Nobel Prize ceremony, 

Patti Smith stepped before the king and queen of 

Sweden, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic 

Orchestra and a host of tuxedoed and gowned 

dignitaries and began to sing “A Hard Rain’s A-

Gonna Fall” by Bob Dylan, that year’s laureate 

for literature. As Smith later wrote in a piece for 

The New Yorker, “I had it in my mind to sing the 

song exactly as it was written and as well as I 

was capable of doing. I bought a new suit, I 

trimmed my hair, and felt that I was ready.” And 

then, two minutes into her performance, 

catastrophe: Smith forgot the lyrics.

She appeared to, anyway. “I was simply unable 

to draw them out,” she wrote. Visibly nervous, 

and with her voice carrying every wounded note 

of Dylan’s song, Smith faltered, asked the 

conductor if she could begin again, and 

apologised with a crushing, worried smile. The 

sympathetic audience applauded, and Smith 

returned to the song.

That extraordinary moment is noticeably absent 

from Smith’s new memoir, Year of the 

Monkey, but it’s illustrative of how masterfully the 

writer and Rock and Roll Hall of Famer can 

rescue beauty from disaster. Beginning on New 

Year’s Day 2016 and ending a few days after 

Donald Trump’s inauguration the following 

January, Year of the Monkey is a moving 

account of the emotional stumbles, physical and 

intellectual wanderings and deep losses Smith 

experienced in her 70th year.
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