
From <https://media.springernature.com/original/springer-static/image/chp%3A10.1007%2F978-3-319-91376-6_
21/MediaObjects/454063_1_En_21_Figa_HTML.png> 

From <https://flowingdata.com/2017/03/15/visualization-choice-depends-on-the-data-and-the-questions/infographic-
taxonomy/> 

We have categorized the infographics in the Venngage templates 
library into 9 different types of infographics.

9 of the most popular types of infographics 
are:

5. Geographic infographic 

Infographics
04 January 2020 09:52
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are:

Statistical infographics1.
Informational infographics2.
Timeline infographics3.
Process infographics4.
Geographic infographics5.
Comparison infographics6.
Hierarchical infographics7.
List infographics8.
Resume infographics9.

From <https://venngage.com/blog/9-types-of-infographic-template/> 

5. Geographic infographic 
templates

Do you want to visualize location-based data, 
demographic data or large quantities of data? In 
those cases, a geographic infographic is your best 
bet. 

Geographic infographics use map charts as the 
focus visual. Different types of map charts work 
better for different types of data.

For example, this geographic infographic template 
uses a heat map to show regions hierarchically: 

USE THIS TEMPLATE

But if you want to simply point out locations on a 
map, use icons and brief labels: 

USE THIS TEMPLATE

Geographic infographic templates can also be used 
to compare data by region or demographic. You 
can do this by placing several maps side by side. 

Infographics versus Data Visualization

You may have heard the terms infographics and data visualization used in different ways, or 
interchangeably in different contexts, or even casually by the same person in a single sentence. 
You may also have heard these terms used politically—that is, with positive or negative 
connotations attached. Some people use infographic to refer to representations of information 
perceived as casual, funny, or frivolous, and visualization to refer to designs perceived to be 
more serious, rigorous, or academic.
The truth is, even though the art of representing statistical information visually is hundreds of 
years old, the vocabulary of the field is still evolving and settling. Among the general public, 
there is still confusion over what these two terms mean, but within the information design 
community, definitions for these terms are solidifying.
In short: The distinction between infographics and data visualizations (or information 
visualizations) is based on both form and origin (see Figure 1-2).

Figure 1-2. The difference between infographics and data visualization may be loosely 
determined by the method of generation, the quantity of data represented, and the degree of 
aesthetic treatment applied.
Infographics

We suggest that the term infographics is useful for referring to any visual representation of data 
that is:
manually drawn (and therefore a custom treatment of the information);•
specific to the data at hand (and therefore nontrivial to recreate with different data);•
aesthetically rich (strong visual content meant to draw the eye and hold interest); and•
relatively data-poor (because each piece of information must be manually encoded).•
Put another way, infographics are illustrations where the data representation is manually laid out 
or sketched, probably with drawing software such as Adobe Illustrator. Because of their 
manually-drawn process of creation, infographics have the option of being aesthetically rich 
(see Figure 1-3[2]). Another consequence of their manual origins is they tend to be limited in the 
amount of data they can convey, simply due to the practical limitations of manipulating many 
data points. Similarly, it is difficult to change or update the data in an infographic, as any 
changes must be implemented manually.

Figure 1-3. Flint Hahn’s Burning Man infographic is a great example of an aesthetically rich, 
manually-drawn piece.
This is not a complete, universal, or absolute definition, but may be a helpful way to think about 
and identify the category.

From <https://www.oreilly.com/library/view/designing-data-visualizations/9781449314774/ch01.html> 

The Definition of An Infographic

The origin of the word “infographic” is a blend of “information” and “graphic” that first appeared 
consistently in English language books around the 1960s.
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For example, this geographic infographic template 
uses maps of different countries to help compare a 
breakdown of the population of America by race:

From <https://venngage.com/blog/9-types-of-infographic-template/> 

What’s a geographic infographic? 

Well, when you use visuals to capture regional 
data, you’re basically designing a geographic 
infographic. Like so: 

Image source

Aside from highlighting dangerous regions, you 
may be analyzing global trade patterns, 
identifying where your target market is located, 
tracking population growth, presenting the 
impact of a natural disaster, and more.

When your data has regional significance, there 
are optimal ways to present it visually.

In today’s post, I’ll touch on the following areas 
when it comes to designing geographic 
infographics:

Start with a geographic infographic template•

How to use maps•

Use different types of charts•

Using icons in your geographic infographic 
template

•

Deciding the perfect color scheme•

Along the way, I’ll show you 12 different 
geographic infographic templates and drop a few 
design tips.

From <https://venngage.com/blog/geographic-infographic-template/> 

consistently in English language books around the 1960s.

The term information graphic appeared slightly before it. Today “information 
graphic”, “infographic”, and its shorter form “infograph” all refer to the same thing.

data (information)1.
design (graphics)2.
journalism (writing)3.
function (information architecture)4.

The concept of an infographic straddles the fields of design, journalism, statistics, and 
information architecture. The word itself reveals two of the four components that make up an 
infographic:

Information is what is shown, the design is how it is shown, journalism is why it is shown, and 
the function is who it is shown to.

generative art (data + design) – a computer generated artwork that is algorithmically 
determined

•

data visualization (data + design + journalism) – techniques used to communicate data or 
information by encoding it as visual objects (these deal with numeric data only)

•

statistical graphics (data + design + function) – techniques of displaying patterns found in 
unprocessed data

•

technical writing (data + journalism) – use of verifiable data to support statements made by the 
writer

•

data journalism (data + journalism + function) – a genre of writing that relies on verifiable data 
to convey a specific message, tailored to an audience

•

statistics (data + function) –methods of extracting patterns out of unprocessed data•

illustrated writing (design + journalism) – use of design techniques that integrate images with 
an article

•

visual journalism (design + journalism + function) – a genre of writing that integrates images 
and writing to reach a specific audience

•

information architecture (design + function) –methods of structuring information that make it 
useful to the end user

•

expository writing (journalism + function) – a genre of writing that explains and informs as 
opposed to persuade

•

How is an infographic different from its related fields? If we look at the intersections of these 
related fields, we can discover infographic’s relatives.

information design which is considered a branch of statistics1.
visual journalism which is a branch of journalism that uses data and design2.
information architecture which studies the function of information relative to its audience3.

There are also three fields that study infographics:

From <https://blog.adioma.com/what-is-an-infographic/> 

Types of Infographics

level of interactivity: static, interactive, dynamic and motion infographics1.
visual structure: geometric template, object-based template, chart-based template2.
file format: static image (JPEG, PNG, PDF, SVG, GIF), vector image (SVG), webpage3.
aspect ratio: desktop, mobile, print formats4.
delivery: social media distribution, viral distribution, live distribution5.
function: edugraphic, explanation graphic, knowledge graphic, info-poster6.

How do we divide infographics into types? We can classify infographics based on the 
techniques used to make them and the strategies used to distribute them to an audience. Here 
is a list of a possible infographic classification by:

Charts and diagrams. This is the most abstract kind that uses known chart types.1.
Abstract analogies. These infographics use a well-known visual template, like a subway 
map, to explain something else. For example, the subway map of human psychology.

2.

Analogies and allegories. Here the objects are more complex than in the second type.3.

By visual structure, I divide infographics into one of these three categories:

I compiled a large list of infographic types by visual structure with examples for each here in 
“How to Think Visually.”
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Separately, my team and I created a large catalog of types of graphs and charts organized by 
their popularity.

From <https://blog.adioma.com/what-is-an-infographic/> 
From <https://blog.adioma.com/what-is-an-infographic/> 

How to find the best 
visual analogy?
Follow there 5 principles:

1. It looks familiar to most of people

2. It has a structure

3. It matches your narrative’s structure

4. It is visible (something that can be seen)

5. It is visual (something that is easy to see)

So, a good visual analogy is an image of a very familiar 
physical object that closely matches your information in 
structure.

From <https://blog.adioma.com/how-to-think-visually-using-visual-
analogies-infographic/> 
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From <https://blog.adioma.com/how-to-think-visually-using-visual-analogies-infographic/> 

Infographics best practices

1. Start with an audience in mind.

2. Show, don’t tell.
> 

3. Focus on flow.

4. Prioritize typography.

5. Simple color schemes rule.

6. Minimalism reigns supreme.

From <https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/290341> 

1 Infographic Best Practice: Stick to One Main Point

Infographic Best Practice: Let Your Visuals Do the Talking
Infographic Best Practice: Make Your Flow Make Sense
Choose 2-3 Complementary Fonts
Infographic Best Practice: Select a Basic Color Scheme
Select best foot information

From <https://visme.co/blog/infographic-best-practices/> 

1. Create your infographic for your target audience.
2. Keep it simple.
3. Keep it focused.
4. Show things visually.
5. Promote it.
6. Make it easy to view.
7. Make it a manageable length and size.
8. Add white space.
9. Create a killer headline.
10. Focus on the flow.
11. Check your facts and figures.
12. Cite your sources.

From <https://neilpatel.com/blog/12-infographic-tips/> 

Best Practice 1: Start with a Defined Audience
Best Practice 2: Determine Your Infographic Style
Best Practice 3: Create a Wireframe of Your Vision
Best Practice 4: Don’t Forget to Determine Your Main Success Metric
Best Practice 5: Create an Engaging Headline & Compelling Pitch
Best Practice 6: Make It Easy to Share & Find Your Infographic

From <https://www.searchenginejournal.com/infographic-best-practices/328251/> 

1. One Key Message
2. Your Brand Logo
3. Visual Center of Attention
4. Conclusion or Call-To-Action

From <https://venngage.com/blog/infographic-best-practices/> 

Planning your infographic design1.
Write a compelling title2.
Create a grid or wireframe for your infographic design3.
Use the right infographic layout for your data (scroll down for a video 
guide)

4.

Follow data visualization best practices5.
Incorporate different infographic design elements6.
Use photography in your infographic design7.
Use contrast in your infographic design8.
Create symmetrical and asymmetrical balance9.
Use color effectively10.
Make sure there's consistency in your infographic design11.
Leave plenty of negative space in your infographic design12.
Practice, practice, practice13.

From <https://venngage.com/blog/infographic-design/> 
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